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Amas, Chap. 7. ver. 10, 12, 13. 
© | | Then Amaziah the Prieſt of Bethel, ſent to] | _ 
| Jeroboam Ning of Iſrael, ſaying, Amos hath] | _- 
© Conſpired againſt thee in the midſt of the Houſe| | _ 
F Iſrael: The Land is not able to bear all hi], 
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Words. Alſo Amaziah ſaid unto Amos, 
O Thou Seer, go flee thee away into the Land of | 
Judah, and there eat bread, and propheſiel | _ 
|.  There,--- But propheſie not again an) more a] 

Bethel, for it is the Rings Chappet, and it 
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7 Revelations, Chap, III. Ver. 2, 3. 


u. Be watchful, and ſtrengthen the things which remain, 
that are ready to Dye : for I have not found thy Works, 


perfect before God. . 
III. Remember therefore hom thou haſt received, and 


heard, and hold faſt, and repent. 


; | | 
= HESE Words are part of an Epiſtle, dictated by the Spi- 
_* rir of God to the Church of Sardzs, of which we know 
little more, than what we find recorded here; Thar it 
was one of thoſe Planted by the Apoſtles, which had a 
— great Name amongſt other Churches; yet had ſo fallen 
Som the Life, Energy, and Spirit of Chriſtianity, that in the Eyes 
of the Almighty, it teem'd rather ro be dead to every Good Work, 
than alive to any true Chriſtian purpoſe. N 22 
It ſeems to have Loſt, not 4 the Power, but the very Form of - . 
 Godlineſs; and its very Angels, Watchmen, or Biſhops ro be ſunk 
into ſuch a Liſtleflneſs, Stupidity, or Lerhargy, as to need a Voice 
from Heaven, to rouze them, to put them upon their Watch, td 
call upon them, to ſtrive with Care and Diligence, to preſerve what 
yer remained amongſt them of the Sacred Depoſitum of Chriſtia. 
nity; which in all likely hood, without a more than ordinary Care, 
and Watchfulneſs, would ſoon follow the reſt. | A 
The Works of the Church in general, were far from being perfe# 
Before God; the Worth and Value of their Holy Religion; the Re- 
membrance of God's Mercies to them in ſeveral Inftances, were for- 
gotten, and loſt amongſt them; their Zeal and Concern for Chriſti- 
anity were fallen below Lukewarmneſs. What little poor Pittance 
of Religion was left amongſt them, was ſo loole, and indifferent to 
them, that God in his Mercy, calls to them to hold that little Rem- 
nant faſt, as a Means to retrieve and recover the Reſt by; and in- 
vites, and excites them in general to Repent of, and Reform from 
their Stupidity and Apoſtacy, their Coolneſs and Indifferency, their 
3 Careleſſaeſs and Negligence, by aſſuring them, that if they donor, 
Hie will come upon them as a Thief; and that they ſhall nat know what 
Hour he will come upon them ; at the ſame time Comforting the few _ 
Members of that Church, who had not defiled their Garments, with 
an aſſurance, that they ſhall walk with bim in White ; for they are 
worthy, He that overcometh, the ſame 7 ares be Clotbed in White Rai- 
ment, ſuch ſhall not have their Names blotted out of. the Book of Life, 
Pur their Names ſhall be confeſſed by the Holy Feſus, hefors his Father, 
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Angels. — Ee that hath an Ear, let him hear what the Spi- 


and his 
rit ſaith unto the Churches. | | | 5 
Be watchful, and ftrengthen the things which remain, that are ready 
to dye; for I have not found thy works perfect before God. 1 
Remember therefore how thou haſt received, and heard; and hold faſt, 
and Repent, | 97 
From this account of the Church of Sardis, He that runs may 
read, and obſerve in how many particulars, we agree with them in 
Citcumſtances; and- He that conſiders them ever ſo little, muſt | 
readily acknowledge, that, ſince God's Methods with Careleſs, Un- 
grateful, Diſſolute, Backſliding Churches and Nations, are ſtill the | V 
me (for our God is the ſame, Jeſterday, to Day, and for Ever.) If we 2 
Copy after the Sins of other Churches and Nations, we muſt ex. th 
pect the ſame Judgments and Puniſhments from the Divine Juſtice, 
which the Scriprures threatned, and afterwards fell on them; un- Ae 
leſs we ſuffer the Divine Goodneſs and Mercy by the Calls of the fot 
Holy Spirit, by the Voices of the Scriprures, and the Miniſters of 
the Goſpel, ro perſuade us to a ſpeedy Repentance, and Amend- 
ment. 25 | | 
1 ſhall therefore from the State of the Church of Sardis, and the 
Warning and Exhortation to it in my Text, and our own Melancho- 
ly, and much to be Lamented Agreement with it, in many particu- 
lars, take Occaſion, "of | 


8 


Firſt, to ſhew what Qualifications are neceſſary to make a Work 
befound perfect before God; and here that many ſpecious Actions want- 
ing, ſome one or more of theſe Qualifications, are not found perfe# |7 
before God. | 1 1 

Secondly, I ſhall go farther, and point out to you ſome groſs and 
and ſcandalous Inſtances, wherein our Works are ſo far from being 

4 found perfect before God, that they are ſo highly and generally im- 

1 pious and provoking, as to make it all Men's Duty and Intereſt to 

ö call loudly one upon another, zo be watchful, and ſtrengthen the Things 

which remain, and are ready to Die; to remember how we have received 
and heard, and hold faſt and repent, eſpecially at this ſolemn Time 
of Faſting and Humiliation, which our Church has (er apart for im- 
ploring Almighty God, to create and make in us new and contrite 

Hearts; that we worthily lamenting our Sins, and acknowledging our | 
Wretchedneſs may obtain of Him, the God of all Mercy, perfect Nmiſ- 
fien and Fergiveneſs, through his Son Feſus Chriſt our Lord, 


Firſt then, I am to ſhew what Qualifications are neceſſary to make a 
perfect before God; and here, that many ſpecious Actions, wanting 
ie ene or more of theſe Qualifications, are not found perfect before Ged. 
Perfect here, I don't mean void of all Imperfection, or Defect : 

— ich a Pertection in our Works in this World, 
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would be to look for Heaven upon Earth, to make that the State of 
this Life, which God hath hath deſign dio be the Glory , and Com- 
fort of another. | 15 Bs 3 
But by Perfection, I mean a Goſpel Sincerity in all our Actions. 
4 Ws ro make our Works perfect before God, even in this 
Senſe, 5 | 
They muſt be Firſt good in themſelves. 
Secondly, flowing from good Principles; and, 
Thirdly, directed ro good Purpoſes. | 
The want of any one or more of theſe Qualifications, makes any 
Work be look d upon as imperfect before God; and juſtly deprives 
a Man of any hope of Reward for ir, or of having it accepted of by 
the Holy One of Iſrael. | k * 
And indeed I am afraid, if we bring many of our moſt ſpecious 


- 


{ Actions to this Teſt, that we ſhall find them nor only imperlect be- 


fore God, but Men too. 
The Mighty Zeal, that ſome Men pretend for Religion in gene- 


| ral, or for the Reform'd Religion in particular, will be found very 
often but Angling for Praiſe, or Preferment, or Advantage; 


ſetting up for Leading Men, for the Heads of Parties, ſtrengthning 
themſelves with a number of Zealots, and ſo rendring themſelves 
conſiderable enough to be courted by the Men in Power; or, in 
Appearance, Godly enough not to be ſuſpected of any treacherous 
Deſigns or Dealings in their Intercourſe with the reſt of Mankind. 
When the Ends are thus ſelfiſh, knaviſh, and trickiſn, there needs 
no reaſoning to prove the Actions perform d for theſe Ends, however 


good in themſelves, very far from being found perfect before God; 


but rather expoſing the Hypocrite to the Scorn and Contempt of 

Men, whenever he his diſcover'd ; and to the juſt Indignation of the 
Almighty, ro whoſe Eye he always ſtands naked, and unmasKd, 

Again, a great many Actions, flowing from the Dictates of an 


erroneous Conſcience, tho 2 with the warmeſt Zeal, and 


hearrieſt Sinceriry, will be found nor perfect before God, 
Such were the Perſecutions of the Apoſtles and Primitive Chri- 
ſtians, foretold by our Bleſſed Saviour, who affurd them, the Time 
ſhould come, when Men ſhould reckon they did God good Service in evil 
treating, and putting them to Death. : BS 
St. Paul thought 28 bound in Canſcience todo many things againſt 
the Name of Feſus of Nazareth, perſecuting his Diſciples, even to 


; firange Cities; ſeeking for, and obtaining Power to ſeize upon, and 


bring to Puniſhment all of that Pay. : 
Bur we find, he did not think the Error in his Judgment juſtified 
the Practice; bur proclaims, and has left himſelf on Record, in his 
Epiſtle to Timothy, a Blaſphemer, and the greateſt of Sinners, for 
What he once did in Obedience to ce 2 of his an, 
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Thus a Man in a miſtaken Zeal, may think himſelf oblig d to ha 


make a Separation in the Church; but the Separation will be ne- m 
vertheleſs ſinful, tho' he does act according to his Judgment. To 
It is an Unhappinels, and very often a Puniſhment upon us for 00 


other Sins, when God ſuffers us to be diſtracted between our Real, 
and Miſtaken Duty, | 

For as it is true, that nothing which we think a Sin can be per- 
| form'd by us with a good Conſcience, or without Offence againft 
: God; becaule ſuch an Action is a direct Diſregard in the Will to, 
| and Breach upon the Authority of God; ſo, no Wicked or Sintul 
—_ Action loſes its Nature, or becomes a Virtue, or Innocent, by our 

$i thinking it ſo. = WE 
| Our Duty lies ſo near our Sight; the Nature of Moral Actions 
is ſo very obvious; the Laws and Will of God are ſo clearly re- 
; vealed ; the Helps and Ailiſtances, to the diſcerning, and underſtand- 
ing them, ſo many; the Grace of God is ſo near and forward to 
ailiſt us; his Goodneſs to guide, and lead us into every good Work, | 
if we ſincerely apply our ſelves to him for his Holy Spirit in Prayer; 
that nothing bur Prejudice, or Paſſion, or Intereſt, or Lazineſs, or 
| | In difference, or a Spiritual Blindneſs Contracted, and Demerited 
1 from Heaven by indulging of our Luſts, can bring a Man into the 
11 Miſerable Dilemma, of acting either againſt his Conſcience, or his 
_ - Duty. | 1 =» | : | 
; Again, we may be ſure We muſt not do evil, that good may come of | Ser, 
78 it, We muſt not rob Houſes to build Churches; much leſs, rob 


Churches to raiſe Families, and make Eſtates. We muſt not, out nan 

2 of an irregular Zeal for Religion, or a Concern for its Preſervation, | 3 cul 
1 un into Rebellion. We mutt nor, like the Phariſees, by our Tradi- Joit 
BE tions make the Mord of God of none Effect; who, amongſt other Pra- mu 
14 ctices of this ſort, taught Men that conſecrating their Subſtance to the ctix 
TH Service of the Temple, diſpens d with the Obligations of the Fifth Com- Ad 
| }; mandment. =. | | 0 
„ It is Corban, or 4 Gift, whereby thou m ayſt be profited by me, was and 
11. not allow d a good Plea by our Bleſſed Saviour, for the Fews neglect- thin 
1 ing the Support, and Comfort of their neceſſitous Parents. The ful 
Offering in it ſelf was good; bur the Inference from ir, and the $00 
reaſon Ge making it were equally abominable. bit 

Having thus obſerved and noticed to you very great Imperfetions * futu 

im ſome of thoſe Actions Men are apt to value themſelves upon, lſhall 7 | 

la d ſdowon three Qualifications, which every Work cught to have to Ire: 

make it acceptable to, and perfect before God: Namely | Rig! 

Firſt, That it be good in it ſelf; Jy << 


| Secondly, That it fla from a good Principle; and 

Thirdly, That it be directed to a goxd Purpoſe, I proceed, 
Secondly, ro point ont to you ſome groſs and ſcandalow Inſtances, 
. N tom bein? found gerfeg before God; 
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hat they are ſo highly, and generally impious and provoking, as to 


make it all Men's Duty and Intereſt to call loudly one upon another, 
| To be watchful, and ſtrengthen the things which remain, and are ready 


to die amongſt us. 


And here it is not my Intent or Purpoſe to enumerate and expoſe 
the ſeveral crying Sins of the Nation, viſible enough, God knows, 


to the moſt unoblerving Eye; bur to point out thoſe Sources, and 


Fountains of Irreligion and Lewdnets, from whence the leſſer 
Streams flow, that have almoſt over-ſpread the Face of the Land; 
thoſe Abyſſes of Impiety, which have been of late broke up, and 
cauſed ſuch a Deluge ot Wickedneſs, that even the Ark of God's 
Church, and rhe few good People in't, are in danger from the In- 


And the firſt I ſhall mention, which in its Conſequences will take 
in moſt of the reſt, is the moſt unaccountable Liberty that has beeri 
of late taken, not only in Converſation, bur in Books publickly 
printed and fold about our Streets, in ſpite of our Biſhops and 


. © Judges, thruſt upon Us, and our People at our Church-Doors, to ſtrike 
at the very Fundamentals, and weaken the main Springs of Religion 

in general, and to corrupt or looſen the Principles of Chriſtianity in 
particular; vi4. in ſome we have the Immortality of the Soul attempt- 
| ed to be diſproved ; in others, the Myſteries of our Holy Religion at- 
tack'd; in ſome, the Inſufficiency, and Defef3 of the Canon of the 
Scripture, maliciouſly and wickedly, tho weakly exposd; and in all the 


Books writ by the Gentlemen on that fide rhe Queſtion; the Ordi- 
nances and Orders of our God, his Church, and Prieſts, buffoon d, ridi- 


3 cul d, and with all the Art, and Induſtry, all the Application and 
f joinr Endeavours of Atheiltieal, Lewd, Proptiane Wirs render dd as 
much as in them lies, not only little and contemptible, bur deſtru- 


Hive to dear Liberty and Property, the Diana's of theſe EP HESI- 


ANS; thoſe Popular Goddeſſes, whole pretended Vindication; 

ſo often furniſh'd the Craftsmen of F 46 

and REBELLION, . with Power to raiſe and inſpirit the un- 
thinking Populace againſt God's true Religion, irs Orthodox faith- 


TION, SCHISM, 


ful Miniſters, and their lawful Governours; an OLD GAME 


doo often play d; and it is well if People have been yer deep enough 


bir by it, ro diſcourage all other Attempts of that Natute for the 

future | 5 a „ 
I muſt conſeſs, that ſome People are ſo zealous in making * 2 
the 


lxtes from Chriſtianity to their No. Religion; and from Loyalty to 


Right of Government in the People; from Monarchy to Anarchy, by © 
depriving of, or denying our Sovereign's Divine Right to our con- 
diencious Subjection, that it is not hard to foreſee what they drive 
at. One would imagine, by their Practices. they ſer up for the A- 
Nees of the Devil, Emiſſaries of the Arch-Rebel, and Apoſtate 
Lubifer j bit fror cheit Principles; which diſallow all Rewards and 
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Puniſhments hereafter, we have reaſon to think, they believe them- 
ſelves ſecure from Puniſhment, and hope for Rewards in this World, 
for their zealous Diſcharge of their Horrid Mzsfſion. Fees | 


And tho I hope none, who hear me this Day, are concern'd in 


the direct Practice, yet 1 am afraid too many are Partakers of the 


Sin, by liſtening to ſuch Diſcourſes, or reading ſuch Books with 


Pleaſure, or Indifference, or at all, without Abhorrence. And it is | 


well, if an habirual Courſe of careleſs, or wicked Living, and from 
thence a fearful looking for of Fudgment, according to the Principles 
of Religion, do not incline a great many to wiſh, even what 
they cannot bring themſelves to believe to be true. 


Nothing but a general Corruption in Manners, a lamentable 


Diſregard for, or Indifference to our Holy Religion, could give 
Wretches Audaciouſneſs, and Impudence enough, to belch forth 


ſuch Impieties, deal about ſuch poyſonous Principles, avow ſuch 
horrid Tenets; and fo dare the Juftice of the Laws, and the Zeal 


and Power of our Governours in Church and State. | 

It is the Number, and Grandeur of their Abettors, join'd with 
the Aſſurance they have, that a great many more, who lead profli- 
gate, looſe, or careleſs Lives ; who, tho' not arriv'd to the Pitch of 


believing what they write, wiſh well for their own Intereſt to the 


Cauſe, and would be glad ro find ir proy'd true (which is a large 


Stride towards believing it) that encourages ſuch Unchriſtian Pra- 


Aices, as no Kingdom under Heaven, profeſſing the Name of Chriſt, 
except this, ever ſuffer d to go unnoriced, or unpuniſnet. 

For the Credit, and everlaſting Honour of the Church and Par- 
liament of the Neighbouring Iſland, and with a truly Chriſtian Sor- 
row and Concern for this, be it remember'd and ſpoken, Monſters 


of this Sort, who could not live there, but were proſecuted and 


driven from thence, find Shelter here. 


One, who by a malicious and cunning piece of So- 


Aſgil, phiſtry, pretended to evince, that it was only want of 
true, and lively Faith, which ſubjected Men to Death; and 


thereby ſlyly attempted to expoſe, both the firſt, and ſecond Cove- 


nant ; and in ſhorr, all Revealed Religion; fince Immortality of the 
Body was not the Reſult of Man's K 
Chrift, (which he endeavour'd to ſhew, ought to have been its 
Conſequence from ſeveral Texts of Holy Scripture, that he put falſe 
gloſſes on, and miſerably perverted) found Abhorrence from the 
Body of the Nation, Aſſembled in Parliament there; and was ex- 
pelled the Houſe of Commons, as a Brand upon him for the Practice. 
Another, who had his Book Burn'd there, by the Hands 
Toland, of the Common Hangman, and was himſelf order'd by the 


Parliamentto be taken into Cuſtody for the Herefies, and 
| Blaſphemies 


econciliation to God through 
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ing, what Men call the Toleration Act, Prohibits all Perſons to preach 
; or teach, who ſhall nor acknowledge, and profeſs their firm Belief of 
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felt the Fire; Revives and Publiſhes afreſn, the moſt Republican, 


and brought our QUEEN's moſt, Pious and moſt Glorious 
Grandfather, our never to be forgotten Martyr d Monarch, to the 


_ nity, and Loyalty. 


ed is Tet in Force. So chat if ever there was ſuch a Sin as Schiſm in 
the World; and any particular Perſons, or Bodies of Men, were 
guilty of it in this Chuich before the Paſſing of that Law; they are. 


| Diſobedience to the Laws of the Nation, and which God has de- 


Penalties and Puniſhments in the Law againſt Murder ; nay, ſhould — 


Separate themſglves fram, and break vhe Unity of this Church; a 


on Aſh-Wedneſday, Feb. 26. 170%. 


Blaſphemies in it, Lives here, not only openly and unpuniſh'd, but 
in great Eſteem with too many Men, even of Figure, and is, (if 
the Expreſſion be not below the Dignity of the Place I ſpeak from) 
the Cat's Foot of the Party; cho I am ſorry his Paws have nor yet 


Antimonarchical, Antichriſtian Treatiſes, he can rummage up out 
of thoſe Magazines of Sedition, and Rebellion, Fanataciſm and Hy- 
pocriſie, which brought the pureſt Church in the Chriſtian World 
ro Defolation, overrurn'd the happieſt Conſtitution of Government, 


Scaffold and Block in 48. undermining our Laws, and Religion 
publickly, and Poiſoning the Nation in their Principles in Chriſtia- | 
. CEMLIN,] A third, openly Proſecuted and Convicted there, for 
for Writing againſt the Divinity of the Holy Feſus, God Bleſſed for ever, 
has publickly ſer up, and Preaches in this City to an Aſſembly or 
Meeting of Perſons of the ſame Horrid Principles: Notwithſtand- 


the Divinity of our Saviour, and the Doctrine of the Trinity. I ſay, _ 
what Men call the Toleration Ad; Becauſe there is not one Word 

of Toleration in that Statute, tho we are ſenſible of irs Effects, and 
Conſequences to that purpoſe : Thar Act rakes away ſome Penalties 
Inflicted by former Acts on Diſſenters; but not in the leaſt Repeals, 
orWeakens one Tittle of the Act of Uniformity, which God be prail- 


in the ſame Condition ſtill, if they cenrinue the Separation. 
For the obtaining a Human Law, to take off the Penalties Impoſed 
by Laws of the ſame Nature, on Actions contrary, not only to the Laws 
of Gad, but to other Laws of the Land yet Unrepeal d, tho' without 
Penalties, can't be imagin'd to make that no Sin, which is ſtill a 


clared to be a moſt heinous one, and denouncd Judgments and Pu- 
niſnments againſt. — 5 
As for Inftance, cho Men ſhould be fo Mad as to take off all the 
they go farther, and Repeal all Laws againſt it; would Murder, from 
thence- forward ceaſe to be a damnable Sin? 

Thus, tho' that Law has diſcharg'd the Members of this National 
Church from the Penalties, which former Laws, with great Reaſon 
and great Piety, had laid upon Perſons, who ſhould Schiſmatically 
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Church we know they can Communicate with upon ſome Occaſions | 
to ger into. Places of Profir, (bur that may be to ſpoil the — 
Egyptians) or Truſt, (but that may be to overthrow the Ta- 5 
blies they Kneel at) God knows their Hearts; for Men, cannot re- 1 
conciie, or unriddle their Practices: I ſay, though ſuch Men are * 
diſcharged from all Penalties, and have Liberty given them, by a {i 
New Law; to divide from the National Eſtabliſhed Church with im- 6 
punity, they ſtand however guilty of the Schiſim ſtill before God, and I 
liable to the Divine Vengeance for their Diſobedience to his Laws, and 1; 
the poſitive Laws of the Land, 9 TT c 
have taken leave to go a little out of the way, to make this Ob- 
ſervation ; becaule, generally ſpeaking, People fancy the Guilt, and 1 
Danger ot Schiſm, is taken away by a Law that gives them a Lati- v 
rude of being of what Sect they pleaſe without Punithmenr ; when c 
God knows, as I have ſhown you, the Matter is quite otherwiſe ; 8 
and nothing mor is done by that Law ; but taking down the Fence, 2 
which the Wiſdom and Piery of former Laws had placed about the A 
Sin: Though I muft confeſs, we ſee every Day, Men deluded by "9M 
falle Conſequences from it, out of the Boſom of the moſt Pure and 
Orthodox Church in the Chriftian World, by People, who go no te 
longer, only from Houſe to Houſe, leading Captive filly Women, but 1 
publickly Proclaim they have their Iniquity Eftabliſhd by a Law, * 
and themſelves upon a Level that way with the National Church. > 
gut to return to the Melancholy View of the Miſerabte and / 
| languifhing Condirionof Religion amongſt us. | a C 
Whar darkens the Proſpect, and makes the Scene more gloomy, 
and diſmal, is the Gonſideration how far the Infection is ſpread, I 
and the Body of the Nation tainted, either with Libertine Principles, bi 
or the Guilt of them. a | TOE | þ 
For as there is Miſpriſion of Treaſon againſt a Sovereign, where 
Men are not Principal Actors; and Treachery and Cowardice in ds 
Subjects, who deſert the Defence of the Honour, and juſt Rights he 
of the Crown, when they are either undermin'd or attack d publick- = 
ly by its Enemies: Highly Puniſhable in all thoſe, who ſhrink from B 
their Duty, in ſuch trying Inſtances of their Fidelity, Loyalty, and 55 
Courage. and much more ſo in thoſe, who are more obliged to tie 
Watchfulneſs, and Zeal, by their High Stations and Commiſſions, WM 
whereby part of the Sovereign Power is delegated to them, to pre- th 
ſerve, and defend the whole: „ ä 
So, without doubt, the Body of a Church, or Nation, where the | Fin 
Sovereign Majeſty of Heaven, the very Being of the Almighty, his * 
reveal d ard publiſu d Will and Laws; his Charters of Grace, and | lil 
Mercy, Pardon, and Salvation, ſeal'd to us with the moſt precious Tai 
B. od of his dearly Beloved Son, are pub'ickiy, and daily artack'd; 5 
affronted, and inſultingly trampled upon; every Chriſtian, from the 
age c 5 hs N 


n, 5 a the Ring on the Throne, to the Beg- 


gar on the Dunghil ; from rhe Biſhop, to the moſt inferior Offices 


veral Stations, to repel, diſcourage, ſuppreſs, and ſeverely puniſh 


when God comes to call us to an Account for this trayterous Beha- 


no Shame of being ſingular, or reckon'd preciſe, can be pleaded in 


of our known Duty. 


to confeſs him before Men, ſhall be diſowned by him before his Father, 


EF the ſame ſhall be clothed in White Raimert, and have his Name, not _- 


are not watchful ; who do not endeavour to ſtrengthen the Things 


fer apart, and commiſſion'd by God and the Conſtitution, to watch 
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of the Church, contracts a Guilt by Bearing, by enduring, or ſuffer- 
ing the Practice, without attempting all in their Powers in their ſe- 


ſuch Blalphemous, Antichriſtian Actions; ſuch Treaſonable Po- 
ſitions, and Declarations againſt the great King of Heaven and 
For certainly the Evil thatwe do not, according to our utmoſt Abi- 
liries, reſiſt and prevent, we ate in a great meaſure guilty of our 
ſelves. | 8 = 
No pleading Prudentials will avail us at the Day of Judgment, 


viour in his Cauſe ; no dread of great Men, or their Parties; no 1 
fear of leſſening our Worldly Intereſt, or ſpoiling our Preferment;: 


Abatement, or Extenuation of ſuch Cowardly Apoſtate Omiſſions 


7 a 


Remember the Aſſurance we have, from our Blefied Saviour, who | i 
ro ſuch Wretches will be a terrible Judge, that wheſcever is dſhamd | 

which M in Heaven: And that only the few Names who were left in 

this dying Church of Sardis, who had. nor defil d their Garments, © 
ſhould walk with him in white, and that becauſe they were worthy; and 
obſerve that the Spirit ſubjoins a Poſition, or Inſtruction for all (2% 
Churches, which ſhall be in the ſame Circumſtances ; That be, 
who overcomes, (which implies ſtruggle, an 1 conteſt in God's Cauſe) J 


blotted out of the Book, of Life, but confeſs a ty our Bleſſed Saviour before | | 
hy Father, and his Angels; which plainly implies, that thole who 4 


which remain, and are ready to die; who do not ſtrive, and ſtruggle 
heartily, honeſtly, and bravely in their ſeveral Stations againſt the 
encroaching Powers of Darkneſs, ſhall have their Names blotted out of the 
Book of Life, and be diſown'd at the laſt Day by the Holy Feſis, before 
his Father and his Angels. A weighty and tremendous Conſidera- 

tion | But alas! Who conſiders and lays theſe things to Heart 
How many of our Angels, and Watchmen,. who are particularly 


and ward againſt ſuch Practices, are aſleep > How many Shepherds ; 
are drowhie and indifferent? How many Perſons, who are empower 4 |} 
and commanded to cry aloud, and ſpare net, to lift up their Voices | 
like Trumpets, to ſhew the Peeple their Tranſgreſſions, and the Houſe of | 
Jacob their Sins, are truck dumb by a Fit of Worldly Intereſt, ſeiz'd 4 
with Cowardice and Shivering, got faſhionable Agues by ſome 1 
Damps, which have fallen of late; and for want of a Sunny Bank 
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| And on the other Hand, how are thoſe, who have Senſe enough 
of their Duty, bravely and honeſtly ro give the Alarm, to {er 
themſelves couragiouſly againſt ſuch Men, and ſuch Practices, in 


rhe midſt of an evil and adulterous Generation, who ſet not their Hearts 
a right, and whoſe Spirits are very far from cleaving ſtedfaſily to God: 


How, I fay, are theſe Men reproach'd, revil'd, and inſulted, not 
only by the vile Scriblers and Pamphlereers againſt God, his Church, 


and his Prieſts ; bur diſcountenanc'd, and Brqw-beaten by Men of 
Figure; not to ſay more; branded with odious Names and Cha- 


racters, dreſs d up like Mad- men, and expos d to the Fury of the 
unthinking Populace, who won't be, or at leaſt ſeldom are, at the 
Pains to conſider, that they are not the inconſiderable Perſons, but the 
« High Offices of ſuch Men, which are expos'd, and ftruck at by 
© them; not the Man, but the Function; nor the frail Earthen Veſ- 
fel, but the Heavenly Treaſure in it; not the Doctor or Vicar, but 
the Envoy and Ambaſſador from the Great King of Heaven, with 
whom ſuch Men are at Enmity, and whoſe Orders and Ordinances, 
and Miniſters they deſpiſe and vilifie. | 
| Here then, my Brethren, is the Source of the General Wicked- 
neſs, Lewdneſs, and Impiety of the Nation; here is the Maſs of 
. Guilt, which fits heavily upon this Church, and Kingdom; and 
which will, nay, which muſt fink them both into Ruin and Deſo- 
lation; if every one of us, for one does nor leſſen the Load, by 
withdrawing by a timely Repentance and Reformation, what either 
by his Practice or Connivance, or Indifferency, he has contributed 
o the Heap, | | 
Don't let us footiſhly imagine, becauſe God is pleas'd to give us 


Glorious Succeſſes Abroad, and to Bleſs us with a Pious Queen 
at Home, (whoſe precious Life, God, in his Mercy to theſe Church- 


es and Nations, long preſerve) that therefore he is at Peace with us; 
whilſt thus the whole Head is Sick, and the whole Heart is Faint: And 
though rhe Queen, Lords, and Commons, reſolve over and over 
again, that the Church is in no Danger, under her Majeſties Ad- 
miniſtration, that therefore we are ſafe and ſecure in our Impieties, 
and Abominations, againſt the avenging Hand of Heaven; ſuch 
Thoughts are roo fooliſh to enter into the Heart of any thinking 
| Perſ®n. Theſe great Favours may be the laſt Efforts, and Over- 
tures of Mercy to us, and if we Bo on to abuſe them, God can in 


an Inſtant vißt us with as great | 
his Arm not ſo ſhortned, that he could not Save; ſo we may be ſure 


hi: Hand is not ſo weakned, that he cannot Puniſh . And there is 


the more Reaſon to fear, fince neither the fight of the Rod, which 
he ſhook over us for a while; nor the many Bleſſings, he has from 
time to time ſhowr'd down upon us; nor the miraculous Interpoſie 
ſitions of his Providence, which he has ſhewed in our Reſcue, and 

| | Preſeryation 


udgments ; for as we have found 
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Preſervation, has prevailed upon us, ro make him ſuitable returns 
of Duty and Service. That in his Juſt Wrath he may give us up 


to a State of Security and Hardneſs of heart, as he did Pharogh, 


whom for this very purpoſe he raiſed up; that he may after ſhew his 
Power and Juſtice in his Deſtruction , Come upon us 4s a Thief in the 
Night, as he threatned the Church of Sardis ; and it may be a great 


part of our Miſery, and Puniſhment, as it was of theirs, that we ſhall |; 


not know the Hour in which he will come upon us. | 
And let us nor vainly imagine, and falfly Judge, from rhe Crowds 
of People in our Churches, on the more Solemn Days of Worſhip, 
(for Gods knows we have few enough ar other times) that there is a 
mighty Multirude , who are better diſpoſed, and free from this 


general Taint. . 5 
For alas! if we ſeriouſly conſider, and obſerve that the Churches 


in this City, and Suburbs can't contain the Twentieth Part of the 


Inhabitants; that a great many of thoſe, who do help ro fill them, 


are Men very Indifferent to all Religion, at the beſt of Latitudina- 
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rian Principles; who come for Faſhion-ſake , and our of civil De- 
ference to the Religion of the Country, without having any Concern 


for, or Regard ro Chriſtianity in their Hearts; others ro Qualifie 


themſelves for Employments, and ro hard among thoſe , who are - 


to ſhare the Offices of Truſt, and Profit in the State; and Laſtly, 


a great many Watch, and Spy, and lie upon the catch for the Slips, 
or Indiſcretions of the Preacher, or to make them for him, with Reſo- 


lution Maliciouſly to turn, improve, and report, every thing to the Diſ- 
ſervice of our Holy Religion, and to furniſh the hired paltry Scrib- 
lers of the Party with Dirt to throw at us, and our Holy Profeſſion, 
as ſoon as we come out of the Pulpit and Church. Wretches 


of this ſort are ro be mer with every Day, who bear the Port, and 


make the Appearance of Gentlemen; who pretend to be of our 
Church and Communion ; who either to ſer up for Men of ſingular 
Thought, or uncommon Underftandings, (for common Holineſs 
they don't pretend to) lay out themſelves and their little Talents to 
this low, and villanous Purpoſe ; an Employment (for ſuch I fear 
it is) below a Man of any Honour, or Honeſty, nor ro ſay Chri- 
ſtianiry, and which ſhould be left like other ſcandalous Offices, 
for the Refuſe of Gaols, and Scapes from Gallows. I ſay, if theſe 


ſeveral ſorts of People be Subſtracted from our Congregations, what 


a ſmall Number ſhalt we have left zealous for the Lord, to ſtand in 
the Gap againſt the Judgments, which the Practices of the reſt loud- 


ly call for from Heaven-? 


To conclude,we for our parts can do no more than lay before you 
plainly, and honeſtly, the Sin and Danger, and beg you ſeriouſly 
to lay them to Hearr, and in your ſevral Stations, ro be watchful, 


and ſtrengthen the things which remain, and that are ready to Dye ; to 
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remember what you have received, and heard, and to hold faſt, and re. 


: and then our Iniquity will not be our ruin. 


And as to the Clergy, who, as they are moſt concern d and oblig d ; 


re preſerve the Purity of Chriſtianity, amongſt the Flocks commur- 
red to their Charge, and to ſer themlelves boldly againſt every 
Evil Way, I muſt confeſs I am at a loſs, to account for the little 
or no Notice taken of theſe Practices, by thoſe of them, who are 
obliged by their Order, and high Stations in the Church, to puniſh 


 Wickedneſs and Vice, and to maintain God's true Religion and Virtue, 


againſt afl Corruprers and Oppoſers. | | 
Sure there is at leaſt ſo much Power left in their Hands, as 

to enable them to declare againſt ſuch Teners, and Practices, 

and ro Brand the Authors and Actors of them with Eccleſiaſtical 


Cenſures ; and to warn their Flocks of the Sin and Danger of Con- 
verſing with them, and the Civil Power of putting them into Places 
of Dignity and Truſt; and no doubt, Intereſt enough in the Civil 

Adminiſtration ro engage that by Humble, yet Affectionate and 
Zealaus Remonſtrances, ro interpoſe the Arm of the Magiſtrate to 


Reſcue, and Preterve the Doctriges and Orders, and Ordinances 
of our Holy Religion, from the Viſible, and Notorious Attempts 


of ſuch Men, to Undermine and Deſtroy them. 


I am ſure the Spiritual Authority, might have been exerciſed 
againſt ſuch Men and ſuch Practices, even in a State of Perſecuti- 
on. And nothing but a want of Zeal; or an immoderate Fear to 
offend or diſpleaſe Great Men, who may be thought the Fautors, 
and Aberrors of ſuch Doctrines and Practices, can eaſily be ima- 
gined the Reaſon why Her Majefty, the Parliament, the Judges, 
the Magiſtrates of the Land, are not zeaiouſly apply'd ro, either 
by the Body of rhe Clergy in Convocation, or the Great Men in the 
Church, Who have her Majeſties Ear, to pur a full, ſpeedy, and 
effectual ſtop to ſuch thriving, flagrant, and fatal Miſchiefs. 


This Reaſon will not, be fure, be own'd by any of us; much | 
Teſs will it be qwn'd, that ſo long as we can keep our Dignities and 


Reyenues, we are ro wait for a more ſeaſonable Opportunity ro 


Þ 1 Oppoſe the Enemies of Chriſtianity, and recover it from thoſe Dif- E 
orders which are ready to ſeize its very Vitals. ( Though perhaps, | 


this may be ſome Folks Conſideration. ) | | 
But a conſciencious Clergyman will rather truſt ro rhe Provi- 


dence of God for his Bread, be an honeſt Door-keeper in the Houſe 


of the Lord, than ſneakingly, treacherouſly, and complyingly, dwell 
in State, amidſt the Tents of Ungodlineſs :. God is able to defend, 
and preſerve his Church; but it is every good Chriſtian's Duty, 
#0 come to the help of the Lord againſt the Mighty ; or, with the In- 
habirants of Meroz, we ſhall be curſed bitterly. Let us then diſ- 


charge our Duty, and good Conſciences in our ſeveral Stations; 


all 
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it be in chis World, as to our temporal Concerns and momentary 


and leave the Event ro Almighty God, reſting aſſur d, that whatever 5 


Intereſts, we ſhall have the Confort in the next, of having been 


found faithful in our Generations; and though Heavineſs may endure 
for a Night, Foy will ceme in the Morning ; the Tempeſt will blow 


ment with our God in Glory. To conclude all; ſince our heartieft 
Endeavours, without the Divine Grace and Aſſiſtance, will be vain 
and ineffectual, Let us, Clergy and Laity, unanimouſly join in 


cover, or we ſhall ger through ir, and ſpine like Stars in the Firms-.. 


Prayer ro Almighry God for the Preſervation of his Church „ in 


her Collect for the 16tb Sunday after Trinity, 


O Lord, we beſeech thee, let thy continual Pity cleanſe * defend 


thy Church ; and becauſe it cannot continue in Safety without thy 


Succaur, preſerve it evermore by thy Help and Goodneſs, through Feſus 
Chriſt our Lord, 8 e | > 7 


To whom with Thee and | the Holy S pirie „ three Perſons and one 
God, he aſcrib'd, as 1 moſt due, all Honour, Praiſe, Might, M ajeſty 
and Dominion, thn time forth and fer evermore. Amen, 
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1 to the Readers of the Cominon-Prayer, and to the people 
arrending the ſame. With a Preface concerning Divine We 
Hip. Humbly offered ro Conſideration, ' for promoting the greater 
Decency and Solemnity in performing the Offices of God's: Publick 
Worſhip, Adminiſtred according to the Order Eſtabliſned amongſt 
Us. By a well-meaning (though unlearned) Layick of the Chucely: 
of England, T. S8. 
Forms of Prayer proper to be uſed before, ar, and after the re- 
ceiving of the Holy Sacrament. Some of which may be firly made 
uſe of upon other Occaſions. The Second Edition, Corrected and 
Enlarged. | 
The Miſchiefof delaying Sentence againſt an Evil Work; in a 
Sermon preach d before the Lord Mayor and Magiſtracy of Dublin, 
in St. Michael s- Church, Dublin, December 24, 1706. on Ecclef. 
3. 11. By his Grace William Y ed Archbiſhop of Dubtsn. | 
The Advantages of Education, Religious and Political: In a a” | 
Sermon preach'd at St. Margaret's Weſtminſter, Fanuary the 13th. 
2705. Being the Day for the Mnual Collection for the Poor. 
Children of the Grey · Coat-Hoſpital i in Tothil. Fields. And publiſhed: 
at the Requeſt of the Gentlemen of the Veſtry, Truſtees of the Ho- 
fpital, and other Inhabivants of the (aid Pariſh. By his Grace 
William Lord Archbiſhop of Dublin. 
A brief and plain Expoſition of the Church Cateſchim. The ſe- 
cond Edition Edition. To which are added, ſome uſefnl Ejacula- 
ꝛions and Prayers. By Themas Jekyl. D. D. price Bound 13. 
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